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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 18TH INFANTRY (18T INF DIV)
IN THE COUNTER ATTACK OF THE “BUI&E
15-30 Janunary 1945
(Personal axperienoa of an Antitank company COmmander)

INTRODUC TION

During tﬁe period 15 to 30 January 1945, the 18th Infaniry,
lst Infantry Division, lent its weight toward the liguidation
of ths German winter counter-offensive. A review of the events
leading up to this battle-and‘a description of the offensive
action of the 18th Infentry will be the subject of fhisznono-
graph. : | : | P :

On the 6th of June 1944 the successful invasion of Hit-
ler's fortress Europe was launched by the combined arms of
Allied Forces under the supreme command of General Elsenhower.

By the end of the following month the American lst Army
and the British 2nd Army had enlarged their beachheads suffi-
.oiently to initiate their break-through attacks. _

. During August 2ll allied forces were meking rapid gains
toward the German border. As the Slegfried Lins and the German
border were apmoached, the enemy resistance stiffened at all
points. |

The lst Army captured Aachen on 21 Octobesr after over-
coming the strongly fortified enemy garrison. This first
strategic German city to be captured by the Allies faell to
the men of the 1st Infantry Division who hed been fighting
with the 1st Army since "D" Day.

On 15 November the 2let Army Group launched 1ts drive,r
designed {0 reach the Rhine, but progress was slow. Howaever,
by 4 December, the Mass and Roer Rivers were reached. East
of Aachen the lst Army fought a gruelling bloody battile through'
the Hurtgen Forest where severe cssualties were suffered by

our forces. (1)

(1) A-1.




THE ARDENNES COUNTER~-OFFENSIVE

On 16 December 1944 the Germans launched their cowmter-
offensive in the Eifel sector between.Monschau and Echtermach.
This area was lightly defended by our troopsras large forces
angaged in of fensive operationa had been commitited in the Aachen
area to the ncrth,add the Metz erea in the asouth. The enemy's
attack was carried out with great secrecy and the assault em=-
ployed three Germen armies totaling 14 Infantry end 10 Panger
Divislons. {2) | | -

Six days after the initial asssult, the German of fenslve
advanced westward for 50 miles at the points of greatest pane~
tration. These thrusts almost reached the Meuse River in an
area wast of Marche., Attacks on the northern shoulder of the
" salient in the Monschau-Elsenborn ridge arsa had yielded no
apprecisble galn to the Panzer and Infaniry attacks. (89e Map
"at) (3) , | , _' .

To the south, contact bhetween the surrounded 101st Airborne
Division and III Corps of Ird Army was made at Bastogne on 26
December. The 3rd Army had been attacking northward since 22
December. (4) | o

A Letter of Instruction, issued on 1 Janvary 1945 by the
lst Army Commander, directed VII Corps %o attack on 3 Jamary
and gain contact with the 3rd Army. The German offensive had
thus been brought to & standstill 17 days after the initial
agsault. (5) |

THE ALLIED COTUNTERATTACK

The 1lst Army, deployed facing south, consisted of the VII
Corps, XVIII Airborne and V Corps from west to east respective~

ly. (See Map "A?)
(2,3) A-2, p. 104~110; (4) A-5, p. 185; (5) A~2, p. 127-130.
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At 0830, 3 January, the ViI Gorps' atiack was launched
.on a 25 mile front. Despite snow, icy roads and 3tiff enemy
rasistancas, gainé were made all along the line. The weather
prevented the uée of our Air Force. 1In the zone of V Corps
strong combat patrols-damenstrated to the front in ordsr io
giva the appéarance-of a general attack all along the line.
XVIII Airborne Corps attacked on the left flank_qf VII Gofps
to protect its left flank. The pressure continued and by

9 January 1945 the Germans wers withdrawing from the western
mouth of the sallent. .(6)

On 10 January, XVIII Airborne Corps was ordered to attack
the salient batwéen Stavelot and Malmedy. “

| After completion of this mission, designated as Phase One,

V Gorps was %o attack, selize the deflle below Ondenval, secure
the high groﬁnd throxgh'Schoppen, the Bulkgenbacher Heck, and
anchor its position at Dom Butgenbach, now held by the 26th
Infantry. This mission was.called Phase 2. .Upon completion

of Phase 2, V Corps was to secure the line, Mirfeld, the high
ground southeast of Moderschied, and the key terrain helow -
Bullingen. (See Map "B") (7) '

The V Corps order wag issued on 12 January, and the lst
Infantry Division, with the 23rd Regimental Combat Team, 2nd
Infantry Division attached, #as to attack on H-hour, D-Day, .
gseize the defile below Ondsnval and secure phase line 2; also,
on Corps ordef, to capture the Corps objective. (8)

The lst Infantry Division consisted of the 16th, 18th
and 26th Infantiry Regiments; the 5th, ?th; s2nd &nd BSrd Fileld
Artillery Battaliona; the 1lst Engineer Combat Battalion; the

1st Medical Battalion, the lst Quartermaster Company; the 1st

(6) A2, p. 127~130; (7) A-2, p. 135; (8) A-3, Field Order
#34.
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Reconnal ssance Troop; and the 1st Ordnance Compbany. The
634th Tank Desiroyer Battalion and the 745th Tank Battalion
had bheen attached to the Division since June 1944.

Oon 13 Januar;}the 1lst Infantry Division order was issued
at 1ts Command Post in the vieinity of Robertville. It ordered
the 23rd R.C.T. with the 1lst Battalion, 18th Infaniry,atbsoched,

§¥B attack from the vicinlty of Waimes and capture ﬁﬁenval and
‘gfi\tha defile to the south. The 16th Infantry was to capture

Feymonville and Schoppen. The 18th Infantry was ordered %o
attack south from its present position and capture the high
ground north of Schoppen. The 26th Infantry was to maintain
its defénsive positions near Butgenhach. Further attaocks were
to be pursued on Pivision order.

- The 1st Infantry Divlision had been defandiﬂg the north
shoulder of the "Bulge" since 17 December 1944. Repeated ai-
tacksrby the 12th SS Panzer Division had failed to unhinge the
Division's paaition; The enemy halted his attacka after suffer-
ing heavy casualties in armor and infantry. (9)

The alsrt for'committing the lst Divislon in the battle
of the "Bulge" came on 16 December. At this time the Division
wes in a rest area north of Eupen, where it had been undergoing
reorganization since 8 December. o

The bittar fighting throuwgh the Hurigen Forest had 80
depleted the ranks of the three Infantry Ragiments of the Divi-
sion thﬁt a rest énd.reqrganization pariﬁd was consldered a
requisltes fbr future successful employment of the Division.

The arrival of'replademants and their ﬁraining had just gotten
underway when the Division was once again committed %o action.
Training was compléted under the hattle conditions imposed

by the "Battle of the Bulge."

(9) A-4,
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The 18th Infantry's Commanding Officer, Colonel Smith,
igsued his order on 14 January from his Cormand Post in Nidrum.
A warning order had been issued the previous day. The 3rd
Battalion was ordered to attack at 0600, 15 January, and seize
the high ground 1500 yards south of 1ts present positlon. The
2nd Bat talion, on the left, was to defend fram 1ts present
position. TUnitis atiached to the 18th Infantry for thils opera%
tion were Company B, 745th Tank Bettalion; Company B, 634th '
Tank Destfoyer Battalion; 1lst Platoon, Company B, 1lst Engineer
Battalion; and 2nd Platoon, Company C, 86th Chemical Mortar "
Ba;talion- The 52;@ Field~Artillery Battalion’was‘in direct
support. One platoon of tanks and one platoon of_tank destroy=
ers were normal attachments to each battalion.r(lo}

The 3rd Battalion Commanding Officer, Lt. GColonel P@ckhem,
fequested parmission to launch his attack at 0300, so that th;
open ground between the line of departure and the Battalion's
Shjaqtiva could be crossed during the hours of darkness. Higher
headguarters refused the request on the grounds that the early
attack would alert the enemy's defenses facing the other attack-
ing units of 1st Army; however, permi ssion was granted to attack
at 0500. (11)

The 3rd Batta}ion commander issued his order on 14 Janusary
from his Command Post in Butgenbach. Company I, with a platoon
of tank destroyaﬁs and & saection of light machine guns from
Company M attached, was %o attack south and seize Hill 566.
Company L, with a platooﬁ of tanks attached, was to attack on

T Company's left and capture the Schleid. (Ses Map C.)

The line of departure, thé 3rd Battalion's present front
line, was t0 he occupled in its entirety by Company K, which

ﬁas in battalion reservse.

(10} A-7; (11) A-6.




Company M's 8lmm mortar platoon was to support the
attack from its postions 1000 yards north of the front line.
The platoon of chamical mortars was also attached %o the 3rd
Battalion for the attack. Cannon Company was in support from
positlions south of Nidruwm. The 3rd Platoon of Antitank'COmpany,
whose guns werae bart of the 3rd Battalion's defanse sy&iem, wa g
t0 ramain in pgSition. The Regimental Field Train was releasad
to the battalions, and the 3rd Battalion's train was 1ocatad;
in Nidrum. The Battallon forward command post and aigd station
ware 1n_a_fannhouse 1200 yards southwest of Butgenhach.

The platoon of engineers attached to the battalion were
assigned the misslon of clearing gaps in our minefleld for the
safe passage of the tanks forward.

In order %o obtain secrecy, no preparatory fires wera
scheduled for the attacke. . _ |

Having occupled their present positions for a week, ths
attacking.companies wera familiar with the terrain to their
front and little reconnalssance was necessary to complete their

: plans.

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES _

The terrain to the léth Infantry'srfront conslsted of a
series of high ridges cut hy deep draﬁs, hoth usually wooded.
Approaches %0 the high ground were open and exposed. The towns
in the vicinity were surrounded by open filelds.,

This wooded rildge, Butgenbacher Eeck; and the high ground
adjolning gave the enemy complete domination over the snow
filled open ground between his line and ours. The snow averagad
two feet 1in depth; however, 1t was 5 feet in the drifts. The
temp erature was well below freezing and cutting winds were

common. {12)

(12) A-7.



ENEMY STTUATION

By now the enemy had lost the initiative and was de-
termined to hold the shoulders of his original salient. It
wasg imparativa t0 the success of his withdrawal to prevent
ow cutting the roads clogged with his retreating troops and
vehlicles.

The enemy parachute units facing the 18th Infaniry occu-
pied atrong defensive poéitions along the Butgenbacher Heck.
The main line of resistance consisted.of a series of log
bunkers, emplaced as strong points, along the northern edge
of the woods. The bunkers contained numerous automatie waapons
g3 wall as riflemen and were connected bj trenches.

Iﬁ was known that elements of the 3rd Parachute Division
held the ground to the 1lst Division's front. The 5%th Parachuﬁe
Regiment was facing the 18th Infantry. The enemy's reserves
ware in Moderacheld and Hepscheid. His artillery was in the
vieinity of Heppenhach. (13) .

Such was the situstion as the 18th Infantry launched its
attack at 0500 on 15 January. |

| THE 3RD BATTALION ATTACK 15-21 JANUARY

Company L did not attack at 0500, but crossed the line of
departure at 0545. At firat light, about 0630, the two assanlt
platoons were met by heavy machine gun and rifle fire coming
from the logged emplacements at the edge of the woods to their
front. Mortar and Artillery fire wers soon added to impade the
prograss of the plodding infantry moving slowly thﬁcugh the
deep snow. The O0.D. coated soldiers were ideal targeis for
the enamy sharpshooters. |

The platoon of tapnks attached to Company L had its own
dif ficulties in attempting to negotlate the gap in the mine-
field made by the attached engineers. The first two tanks

in column were put out of action when they hit mines in the

(13) A~-4. 9



Casualtlies were heavy and at first count only one
of ficer and 43 men raturnéd from the abortive attack. The
wounded were svacuated by the twelve litter squads attached
to the Battalion for this operation. The Weasel was the only
vahlicle that could negotliate ths deep snow and the three at-
tached %o the 3rd Battalion were a great aid in this work.
Bvacuation was axtreﬁely difficult and speed urgenti. If
oasualties'were not evacuated in a few hows the chances for
survival of the wounded, if seriously nit, were siim. - A con-
siderable nunber of the men listed as missing had probably
fallen where hit and had been covered over by the snow. Some
men joinad the company later in the day, suffering only from
oxtreme fatigue. (17) | |

| Company I on the right, with its attached ﬁrmor, mo vad

forwerd at 0500. No undus 4if floulty was encountered by the
tank destroyers in crossing the gapped minefield. By 0600
the leading elements of the company had advanced 1200 yards
towards its objective. A six man enemy outpost, confortably
situated in ths railroad station, was captured as the attack
moved south. |

Daylight broke when the two leading platoons camé within
200 yards of their objective. At this time they were brought
under fire from the front, and flanking fire from the woods
west of the railroad in the 16th Infantry's assctor. The tank
destroyers took tha woods under direcﬁ fire with their 76mm
guns. One section of 8lmm mortars delivered fire on the enemy's
posltion to I Company's front.

Continued attempts to move forward were metlby affective
enemy artillery, mortar, machine gun and rifle fire. |

Captain Hess, Commanding Company I, at this time committed

his support platobn 1o ths”east. This platoon encountered

(17) A-r?-
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heavy fire from the woods which had caused L Company its
dif ficulties.

Repeated aiteampts %o advance proved unsuccessful in the
face of strong small arms and mortar fire. The tank destroyers
fired continuously. A saction at a time returned to the rear
for replenishment of ammunition. Artiilery fire was also poured
on the snemy's position, but no further gains were mada.

Company I dug in and defended the ground where they found
thenselvaes., (18)

The Srd Battalion of the 16th Infant:y clogsred the anemj
from the woods on Company I's flank at 1600, after an intense
fire fight. |

Company K, commanded by Captain Pauvlsen, attacked through
Company I at 1800 and seized the high ground to the front which
was originally Company I's objective. Aﬁtampts to move further
south were repulsed. Patrols from K Company contacted K Company,
16th Infantry, at the railroad tracks during the night.

The Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, ordered Company I
to deploy on Company K's left. Both companies dug in and pre-
pared to defend their hard won gains. |

Company I's casualties had heen heavy, shout 50%4. K
Company suffered 15 casualtiss. Frost bite caused 15 men %o
ﬁe evacuated from the Battalion. (19)

Efforts were made 1o get hot food to the troops living on
the open_groumi,_ Tha bull dozers were in the pfocess of clsar-
ing a road to the front line units, but it was not completed
the first night of the attack. The three Weasels did_goéman_
service in evacuating the wounded and bringling up much needed
ammunition and other vital supplies. The water in the 5 gallon
cans wera frozen by the time they reached the troops, as was
-the water in the men's canteens. "C" rations were also frozen

(18, 19) A-6.
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and the isgued heat tableis were insufficient to thaw out
the contents of the cans. The wool overcoats and gloves
were wat from oconstant contact with the snow. Thé ovarshoes
also'proved inadegmte to protect the men from thé wat_and
cold. Although this ssme equipment was adequate during the
Regiment 's defensive stand in partially sheltsred positions,
1t proved almost usaless in the attack through the desp snow.
(20) - | o

The 3rd Battalion recelved 150 replacements during the day.
One hundred waré sent‘to Gompany L which was now in Baitalion
reserve, and the remaining fifty mar ched to Company I's posie
tion in the line after dark. |

‘During daylight 16 January the 5rd Battalion held its
rposition while the léth Infaniry attacked Faymonville.and
Schoppen. Faymonville was captured during the morning howurs.
(21) |

At 0200 on 17 January Companies I and K attacked southward
on a 600 yard front. Aftar advancing about 500 yards againsi
moderate resiatance, the Batitalion was forced to oross a stream
whers the snow was betwesn four and five feet deep. Enemy
artillery and mortar fire into the gulley was intense but the
attacking companies continued to move forward. As the attack-
ing companies emerged from the draw and reached the cresti they
wera held up by keavy fire of all typas. The stubborn enemy
resistance was aided considerably by liberal artillery support.
Daylight found the 3rd Battallon occupying & bare hold on the
crast of the hlll afiar a gain of about 500 yards.

Casualties were between 30 and 35, with one third from
frostbite. During the day an effort was made to get the men
sorely needed dry clothing, but this attempt was only partially

(20) A=7; (21) A~d.
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successful. During the night of 16-17 Januery the tank dozer
attached to the Battalion managed to clear the road sufficiently
to gét some supplies ﬁhrcugh to the fighting troops.

At 0900 the Germans counterattacked the left platoon of
Goﬁpany ). Two'enamy platoons of Infantry, supported by two
tanks, were emplojad in the attéck. By 1400, after hitter
fighting, including close combat, the Germans were repulsed
and five prisdﬁers taken. (22)

The 3rd Battalion continued their attack and succeedsd
in completely clearing the crest of the Schleid and advancing
about 400 yards eastward. Here the advance stopped at midnight.
The.man dug in on the open ground and prepared to defend their |
pésition during the night.

During the day's attack two men from Coﬁpany L who had
been wounded on 13 January dwring L Gcmpany's initial attack
were found in a drsw and evacuated. They had been existing on
chocolate ration and snow. Wheﬁ found the men werérsuffaring
from expoaure‘as wgll a3 wounds. 4Létar 1nvestigation prowved
that one of the two men managed to survive the ordeal. (23)-

Meanwhile, the lst Battelion, attached o the 25rd R.C.T.
attacked elements of the 8tk and 9th Parachute Régimeﬁts hdl&-
ing a defensive pockét south of Ondenval, and routed the enemy
force out of the woods. The lst Battalion had mede a wide
envelopment through deep snow and had attﬁcked up a stesp
slope during a heavy snow storm. The completé_surprise of the
attack netted the Battalion three 88mm guns, fouw 105mm how-
itzers, a half track and an ammunitiion dump. Well over a
hundred prisoners were also taken. (24) |

The 3rd Battalion was ordered to continue the attack on

19 January. At 0500 the attack jumped off with all three rifle

(22) A-4, A-6; (23) A=6; {24) A-4, p. 29.
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companies In ths assaul;. After galning 400 yards through

the deep snow, during the worst weather of the battle, and
agéinst 8 determined enemy uvsing all types of fire, the attack
was stopped at 1700. Defénsive positions were preparad with
Company I on the north flank, Company L in thq center and Company
K on the south. Moderscheid could be seen from Company K's
position. ) |

During the attack the 8lmm mortars were displaced to the
nor thern sdge of the woods insuring continuous support for the
Battalion. Artillery‘and_mortar fire were availlsble on call
through forward observers, at all times. Liberal emounts of
H.E. were expended in ef forts to continue the attack, bht due
to poor visinillty and deep snow the effectlveness of the firss
was reduced. No furthsr advance was made by the 3rd Battalion
this day.

From thé 30 to 35 prilsoners taken it was discovered that
elements of the 1055%th Regiment, 89th Volkgrenadier Division,
were holding the eastern half of the Butgenbacher Heck. (25)

The 16th Infantry captured Schoppen and contact was mads
wlth them by Company K, 18th Infantry.

The tank dozer and bull dozer were continuously in action
clearing the roads to the fightlng companies. Replacement
overcoais, socks, gloves and shoes were belng provided for the
men fighting through the snow. A well haeated house was pro-
cured in Butgenbach where the wet clothes were dried. Dry
clothing was sent up each nignt wilth the.battalion supply train.
Hot meals were also delivered. Half tracks‘frqm_cannon and
Antitank Companies were used to bring up the equipment. With
| the exception of the Weasel, this was found to be the best
vehicle in the Regiment for nagotiating the BNOW. Toboggansa,

(25) A~4.
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constructed by Service Company, were tised %o the rear of
the Weasels or'pullad by the litter bearers in evacuatlng
the wounded. (26) |

At 0500 on 20 Januarq)tha éttack through the Butgenbacksr
Hack continued against a skillfully dug in enemy. Th& ord
Battallion olesred almost 600 yards of the woods in the face
of heavy small arms, mortar'aﬁd artliliery fire. The harsh
weather and difficult terrain continued to plague the attack-
jng troops. Twenty-two prisoners were taken. |

Defensive positions were preparsd by the attacking troops
for the nnght, end patrols gent out to the front. Cbmpany L
had a 20 man combat patrol ambushed as it attempted to probs
the enemy's defenses. Only 3 men returned safaly.to our -lines.
Patrols from Company I and Company K advanced 1ntp the woods
untlil they were brought under intense small arms fire 200 yards
forward of their positions. The patrols reported the eﬁamy
digging in and constructing defensive positions. -

The next morning thé attack was again launched at 0500,
| but by 0900; after advancing to where the enemy's defenses
ware organized, the sssault companlies came under strong small
arms and morter fire. Efforts to advance the attack were %o
no évail. The enemy's strong defensive position and fires,
and the exhausted condition of the assaulting troops precluded.

any £urther advance by the 3rd Battalion.

The Regimential Commander decided %o relieve the 3rd Bat-
talion from its attack mission.

The Srd Battalion was relieved by the lst Battalion.whien
had been returned to regimental contreol on 18 January. The
relief, in place, was effected during the night 5¢ 271.22
" January, and the depleted 3rd Battalion was returned to Nidrum

for reorgenization. {(27) -
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The effective strength of the Srd Battalion waa
approximat ely 40% at this time. The toll of enemy casual-
ties was also substantial. About 100 German desd were seen
in the woods through which the Battalion's attack progressed.
Prisoners tsken totaled'lﬁ. (e8)

- The 1st Battalion, fresh from its recent victory on the
1st Division's right flank,made a limited attack on the north
flank of tha Butgenbacker Heck agginst tha 1055th Regiment at
0500 on 22 January. By the 255& the 1st Battalion had suc-
cesdad in driving the enemy furthér west on the norih flank
of the Butgsanbacker Heck. | |

| That afternoon a regimental order wes issued at Butgenbach,
where'the forward Command Post was established, calling.for
g coordinated attack by the 1lst and 2nd Battalions af, 0400 the
next morning. The lst Battallon was to clear the remainder of
the Butgenbacker Heck and 'selze the high ground to the east.
The 2nd Battalion was ordered to capture Moderscheid snd the
ridge line to the east in its zone of action. (29)

THE CAPTURE OF MODERSCHEID, HEPPENBACH AND HEPSCHEID
<8 Japuary |

At 0400 the 2nd Battalion, commanded by Lt Colonel William=-
son, attacked south,from ita defensive position, In a column
of companies. S3hortly after daylight the enemy's well organized.
defensive position around Morscheck cross road 1000 yards south
of Dom Butgenbach, was put to rout by the 2nd Battalion; 18%h
Infantry, and the 26th Infantry attacking on the left. o

The 2nd Battalion continued its attack from the cross
road southwe st toward Moderscheid. The platoon of tanks and
tank destroyers, atiached to the 2nd Battalion, joined the
attacking infentrymen at this time. The road leading south

from Butgenbach was cleared of mines by the mine platoon of

(28) 4-6; (29) A-7.
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Antitank Company atbtached to the 2Znd Battalion for this
purpoée. Mines were also encountered on the road through
the Butgenbachar Heck lsading to Moderscheid. {See Map "C")

The Battallon Commanding Officer reconnoitered the ground
and diséovered a hy=pass sultahle for the péssage of armor. |
The tanks left the roasd and with the agsaulting company mounted,
led the attack onto Moderscheid. The remaining companies,
afoot, followéd in the path made by the armor through the
desp SnOW. - _ _ _

As the 1st Battalion's attack progressed eastward, with-
drawing Garman iroops were encountered by the 2nd Battalion.
After a short brisk_fire_fight_tha'bulk of the ratreating
troops were killed or captured.

Shortly hefore dark the 2nd Battalion attacked Moderscheid,
and, following a short intense fire fight, occupled the town.
An enemy self-propelled gun fired on the rear of the Battalion
column as it approached Moderscheid. The gun was located in
the wost edge of the woods 1000 yards east of Moderscheid. It
managed to fire about 100 rounda before it was silenced by
our artillery. The enemy's 3rd Battallon, 5th Parachute Regi-
ment, which had besn defending Moderscheid, withdrew to qu-'
scheid at dark. A total of 75 prisoners were taken by the
2nd Battalion during the day‘s fighting. (30)

The 1line was advanced 800 yards to the east of Modsrscheid
to take advantage of the daminating ground in that area. A
-perimeter defense of the town was organi zsd.

During the night only Weasel drawn sunplles were ahle
to get through to the 2nd Battalion. An enemy strong point
had the Moderschéid-Schoppen road cut and the gemaining roads
ware 1mpassable to other vehicles.

The lst and 2nd Battalions moved out in the attack at -

y

0600 the following morning, 25 January.

(30) A-8. | v
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The 2nd Battalion eliminated the enemy force holding
the road to Schoppen and captured the ridge line in 1its zonae,
southeast of Moderscheid. From the high ground the enemy
was seen in Hep pentrach preparing defensive positions. Artillery
fire was ¢alled for and effective resulis were observed on
these positions.

The 1ls t Battalion, attacking thrbugh the last 200 yards
of the Butgenbacher Heck, captursd the majority of the remain-
ing troops of ﬁhe 2nd Battalion 1055 Regimant ancircled therein.
The 1st Battalion reached the ridge lina in its sector esrly
in the afternoon of 25 Januvary. _

Hith 1ts capture of Mirfeld the lsth Infantry-was pinched
out of the attack and became the lst Division's reserve.
_ The next few days were spent by tha 1lst and 2nd Battalions
~of the 13th Infantry organizing the ground galned for defense.
’A hasty minefield 1lald by the engineers and the mine platoon
of the Antitank Company covafad the main line of resistance.
Antitank guns were dug in and the tank destroyers and tanks
gave ths pdsition defense in depth.

v Cdrps’ objactivé for phase S was securedyand the lst
Infentry Division passed to control of XVIII Airborne Corps.

During 26 and 27 Jenuary, as the attack halted, the Regi-
mental Gomﬁanding Officer ordered hils Supply Officer, Major
Duprea, to securs suf ficient supplies fqr the Battallon§to
overcome, insofar as possible, the inadequacies of our equip-
ment. Shoepacs, which protected the men's feet in deep snow,
were issued prlor to the attack on Moderséheid, The half irecks
of GCannon and Antitank Companiss continued to haullsupplies,
rations, aend menr up the snow clogged roads. This pracilce
continued throughout the copearatlon. Bﬁll dazgrs and tank

dozers were used %o lncreasg the circulation of the supply
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lines. Mechanics of the regiment worked day and night in
their endeavor to keep the vehicles running. {(31)

With the capture of Moderscheid the Regimental Command
Post moved to Butgenbach as did the aid station. Service
Company, which had been at Saurbhrodi, operated from Nidrum.
Cannon Company dlisplaced its guns forward south of Butgen-
bach. The Antitank Comvany's guns were deployed within the
regiment 's defensive position, one platoon being attached to
gach of the baittalions. The Antitank Company Command Post was -
located in Butgenbach. The maln supply routse becéme the Moder-
scheid, Schoppen road. (32)

During the 26th and 27th the enemy's activitles were
devoted to work on his dsfenses and patrolling. During the
night of the Z7th a 2nd Battalion outpost from Company E,
located in a patch of woods 1000 yards west of Héppsnhach,
was counterattacked by the enemy and forced to withdraw.

An attack order from the Pivision Gomm&ndea_waé roceived
by the 18th Infantry on 27 January. The Regimental Commanding
Of ficer in tuwrn ordered the 1st and 2nd Battalions to attack on

/
28 January and seize Hepscheld and Heppenbach respactively.

Time of attack was set for 0500. _

The £2nd Battalion moved out on time with Companies F and
G in the‘assault and Company E in raserve.

The Battalion Observation Post was located in Mirfeld.

Shortly aftar the jump~of £, two of ithe tanks, attacking
wlth the 2nd Battalion, bogged down in the desp snow. The
tank platocen leader had reconnoitered his route forward the

previous day and assursed the Battalion Commanding Offlocer that

ths draw forward of the position could he negotisted by his

tanks. Lt Colonel Williamson, upon receiving word of the bogged

down armor, ordered the remaining tanks and tank destroyers

(31,32) a-7.
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to follow a platoon of Company E and a mine detecting |
team down the Mirfeld/Heppenbaéh road. (33)

The enemy had well construcied positiona defending
Heppanbach. Company G, in attacking the north half of the
town, was brought under heavy fire from the rear as well as
from the enemy's positions to the front. The German combat
patrol, which had overrun E Company's cutpqst the previous
night, were entrenched in the woods and brought G Company
under heavy small arms firs from the rear. The G Company
Commander had not been notified of the outpost's withdrawal.

After daylight Company F was fighting in the southern
half of thée Battalion objective against enamy £roops wall
fortified in stone bulldings offering stubborn resistance.

Shortlﬁ_thersafter, the tanks entered Heppenhach from
the south and the reslstance subsided. A few rounds from the
tank mounted 75's into the buildings holding enemy troops con-
vinced the ocaupants that further resistance would belfutilé.
Happenbach's capture revealed that the defenders ware from
the S5th Paraghute Régiment. Company G, after a sharp engage=
ment, eliminated thes strong position in the woods held by 40
men from the 48th Parachute Regiment under a Lt. Sprenger.
Total prisoners taken hy the 2nd Battalion were ahout 100.
(34)

During the afternoon the Commanding Officer, 2nd Battalion,
observed the moveament of troops between Heppenbach and Wanmh.
¥ith the ald of fleild glasses, Lt Colonel Willigmson dlscovered
an enemy force, estimated as a company, organizing a defenasive
position astride the road about 1200 yards south and east of
Heppenbach. Captain P.K. Smith,the artillery lialson officer,
soon observed the ¥Artillerymen's dream.® W¥ithin minutes the
32nd Field Artillary Battalion was pldcing battalion concen-

(33, 34) A-B.
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The 18th Infantry recelved orders on the 29th of January

to continue the attack and seize Honsfeld and Hunningen.

Colonel Smith ordsred the lst Battalion to attack early in

the morning of the 30th and seize Honsfeld. Aftar the capture
of chsfaid the 3rd Battalion was %o pass through the lst
Battalion and capture Hunningen. For thls attack all of Company
B, 745th Tank Battalion, was attached to the 1lst Battalion.
Half tracka from Cannon and Aniitank Companlea, undsr command
of Captain Buss, Regimental Motor Offider, ware also attached
t0 the 1lst Battalion. An enginger platoon and two sguads from
the Mins Platoon completed the attachments to tha 1st'Battalion.
The Regimental order was 1ssued at Modsrscheid.  Time of attack
was set at 0100, 30 January. (37)

All tanks and half tracks would be attached to the 3rd
Battallon after the capturs of Honsfeld by the 1lst Battalion.
The tracked vehilcles were painted white,to blend with the snow,
foi' this attacks | '

Bullingen was captured by the 26th Infantry on 29th Jan-
nary after stubborn fighting.

THE CAPTURE OF HONSFELD AND HUNNINGEN, 30 JANUARY

Just after dark on 29 January the Commanding Officer, lst
Battalion, ordered a sirong combat patrol from Company B, with
the two quadg of the mine platoon attached, to clear the road,
forward of the present line, leading into Honsfeld, of mines.

Lt Colonel Learnard, the lst Battalion's Commanding Officer,
piannad to mount infantry on the tanks and half 4racks and
sweep into Honsfsld with the tank infantry team leading. There-
fore, he orderaed the road cleared before the attack.

The patrol cleared the road of 9 box mines and also capfhrad
a saven man outpoat located in a farm houss beiwesn Hill 620

and Honsfeld.

(37) A7
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At 0100 the 1st Batialion, under the halpfgl 1ililumination
of a full moon, attacked acrosa the waist desp open field
toward Honsfeld, 1500 yards to the easi. Companies A and C,
mounted on tanks and half tracks reapactively, led of £ in
column in the order mentioned. The armor followed the rosad,
which had been plowed by the enginears' bull dozers,‘to a
point where the mines had been cleared earlier that night. At
this point the tanks left the road and made thelr way through
the field. . Company B remained in position at the edge of the
woods in Battalion reserve. The 2nd Battallon Ohservation Posi
wes a dugout on top of the hill looking across the 1500 yards
of open field, -covered with snow, into Honsfela.

By 0200 the leading elements of Gomﬁany A had entersd
Honafeld. The Germans of fered resistance initlally with their
antomatic weapons and rifles. No enemy artillery was amployad.
Company C attacked on the right and Company A on thé left. The
powﬁ was clearad syétematically and within an how or two the
town was selzed and the enemy troops of the 5th Parachute Regi-
ment,organi zed as Batilegroup North, were routed and the majority
captured. About 100 German prisoners were taken. Our casual-
ties were very light. (38) | o

The lst Battalion Command Post was moved into Honsfeld
| by 0430, followed by the reserve company. For thq first time
since the attack started on 21 January the fighting troops of
the lst Batialion were sheltered. The 100 odd bulldings of
Honsfeld, all of which contained cellars, protected the men
from the harsh weather and enemy fire. Enemy artillery fire,
for the firét time since the 1lst Battalion launched its attack
at 0100, fell on Honsfeld shortly after its capture.

The 3rd Battallon whileh had'assemhled in the woods 1 mile

west of Honsfeld was preparad to launch it s ettack through

(58) A."‘l‘, A“?o
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the 1st Battalion and onto Hurnlngen, 1 mile north of Hons-
feld. The medium tanks and half tracks which the lst Battalion
had used were now attached to the Srﬁ Battalion.

A tagsk force was formed under the command of Captain
Wardner, Commander of the Tank Comvany. It consisted of
Company "B®, 745t& Tank Béttalion, 2 tank dozers and Company
L. An artillery observer with his radio was mounted oﬁ one
of the tanks so that the attacking troops could secure close
artlillery supporti. |

Company I was 4o follow at 600 yards, mounted in half
‘tracks, and Company K followed on foot. | |

The attack moved out on the road, passed through the lst
Battalion, and at first light, 0700 this hazy morning, Task
Force Wardner, with a tank dozer leading, entered the ouiskirts
of Hunningen. The tankas fired as they soproached the town.

A hase of fire, consisting of a platocon of tanks and a platoon
of tank destroyers, was employed on the southern outskirts of
Hunningen to closely support the attacking troops.

Surprise was not galned and the enemy offered stirong ini-
tial resistance, but he was taken under effective artillery
fire and direct tank fire. The 3rd Battalion's ohjective was
taken by 1000 hours and the enemy's withdrawiné troops were
subjected to artillery and mortar firé. About 100 prisonesrs
4froﬁ the 2nd Battalion, 1056th Regiment, and the 86th Fusilier
Bat talion were taken prisoner. (39) |

Desplte the heavy snow which hampered our movemants, the
lst and drd Battallons moved their llnes forward to thé high
ground east of Hunningen during the day. (See Map "C")

The 26th Infaniry captured Murringen on SO_January aften

a brief struggle.

(39) A=6, A=4,
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The German Wehrmacht had been cleared from the last
of the ground he had captursed during his abortive wintar
of fensive. The remnants of his retreating ‘orces were making
thelr ﬁay acrosé the German horder into tha daefenses of the
Siegfried Line. _

Casualtiss for the 18th Infantry totaled approximately
750 for the entire aitack. Most of these casualtles were
suffered by the 3rd Battalion in its attéck through the Butgen-
hacher Heck. Trench foot, frostbite and exposure took an
- unduly largs number of men away from the front lines. (40)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The mission assigned the 18th Infantry was ﬁada mogt
difficult because of the snow and weather condltions under
which the attacks were made. The full significance of the
obstacles encountered were not foreseen and, as a result,.ade-
quate preparations were not made. The rasponsibility for
shortéomings in sguipment and clothing must be placed on the
heads of higher commanders. |

Once the tremendous dif ficulties in carrying out the normal
functions of traffic circulation, supply, evaunuation, wire
laying, and feeding were fully comprehended all efforts wera
bent toward sustaining the fighting soldler who was finding
it a'hardship to combat the elemenis, to say nothihg of the
eanemy. The inadequacies of the individual equipmeﬁt is starkly
revaaled by the great number of casualtles due to exposure,
frosthite, and trench foot. |

The initial assaults by the 3rd Battalion on the Butgen-
bacher Hsck wéga handicapped when Company L falled to attack
on time. The seven day attack through this strongly defended

position under the worst of conditions completely exhausted

(40) A-6, A-7, A-8.
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the assaulting troops. The fighting efficiency of the
individual.soldiar and leeder was sharply decrossed as

the days wore on. The decision that kept the 3rd Battalion
attackling after its effectiveness was destroyed must be

oue st ionsed. | _

. The effectiveness of swift early morning attacks em-
ploying armor_with comparatlively fresh troops can be attested
to by the results acheived. The hold mansuvers caused maximum
casualties to the ensemy and the minimum to our own forceg,and
greatly aided in the capture of assignéd objectives.

The enemy's practice of defending the towns from the
buildings thereln instead of the dominating terrain in the
locality portended his defeat. Occupying the buildings for
defense restricted his dbsafvation, reduced the fire power
he could effectively employ against our atitacking troops, and,
lacking mutual support, the defending force invited defeat
in detail.

We cannot fail but be impressed by the fighting infantiry-
' man, his devotion to duty, coursge and resowcefulness as he
fought his way during the most arduous of fighting conditions
to achieve his mission - the destruction of the enemy.

During this perlod the 18th Infantry advanced approximately
13 kilometers in the face of hitter weather conditions, over
dif ficult terrain and against an enemy who at times offered
stubborn and fanatical resistance.

LESSONS LEARNED

1. Adequate equipment and clothing must he orovidaed for

ML TR e e TR i e ST e ..

troops if they are to perform their duties efficiently and

i A

affactively under adverse wesather and terrain conditions.

2. Fighting troops must ba rested more frequently during

A o

such operations than normally. o -
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G Datailad plaming is necessary to conduct san
R e e W i e
onaration during unusual conditions of weatner or terrain.

4. Tanks (1:341 he used to good advantage in snow 1f proper-

iy
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1y employed. Its capahilitias and 1im1tations must be fuiiy '
P T I

understood by those employlng the armor.

5. Pursult by all means available, against a retrsating

enemy, is mandatory.

6. When the enemy 's ‘organlzed, hard crust of rasistance
Tt ARE T
is hroken, tha attack must be continued relentlessly and con-
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tinually if maximum results. from the break-through are to be

| achieved.

T Unusual waather conditions or difficult terrain do

st sl A A R N T e o PR st v

to insura its suwcess every effort must ba made to prepare
adequately and support the operation. |

8. The off repeated principles of surprise, firepower,
mass, reconnaissance and flexibility are as applicable 1ln the
type of sction deserihad as théy are in avery operation.

9. The aggressive spirit and efficlency of the individual
soldier are reduced bv his arduous efforts while fighting under
dif ficult conditions of weather and terrain. Every means possi-
~ ble must be employed to counteract the loss of this spirit.‘
Frequent relief, adequate clothing and equipment, abundant good
food and maximum support will greatly sustain the fighting
soldier and help him retain the aggressive splrit which is so
vital to successful combat.

10. Tralning under advgﬁigﬁgonditiggs will. haainpngpara

a5t ik B R,

the participants for combat undar similar circumstances. From
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such training workahle doctrines will alsoc be developed.
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